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I. OVERVIEW  
 
Gardner Valley School (GVS) is a new charter school serving students from preschool to eighth 
grade. In the 2020-21 School Year, Gardner Valley School plans to open for in-person learning, on a 
regular four-day schedule. As a charter, the school has the flexibility to adapt to challenges posed 
by the Covid-19 virus. GVS is intent on providing the best possible education while carrying out the 
critical protocols necessary to warrant the prevention of the spread of the virus among students, 
staff and families. Gardner Valley School is fortunate to have a small student population and a good-
sized facility. 
 
The Gardner Valley School Covid-19 Safety Plan addresses educational planning, disease prevention 
and being prepared in the event of a potential CoVid-19 infection. Families and the school must 
cooperate to provide a safe environment for learning. Cooperation in the school safety plan is 
essential not only to protect the students but to prevent the school from becoming a source of 
infection for the wider community that includes parents, staff, teachers and all their families. 
Gardner Valley School’s Covid-19 Safety Plan is a living document, adapting to guidance and 
requirements as they are updated. The intent is that the proposed protocols are an effective balance 
of prevention of infection practices and limited burden on students, staff and families, with all 
parties uniting in the effort to provide the best education with the least risk. 
 

II. PROVIDING THE BEST EDUCATION 
 

A. In-Person Learning at School 
 
Students learn best in a stimulating learning environment enhanced by collaboration with their 
peers and teachers.  Learning is intuitive and amplified when practiced with one’s peers, interacting 
with new ideas and strategies. Gardner Valley School is a warm and happy place; students, staff, 
parents and community are happy to be with one another.  Remote learning does not easily 
replicate these benefits.   
 
As indicated excerpts on the following pages, guidance from educational and health agencies 
supports opening schools for in-person learning. To review the complete guidance 
recommendations, see the Bibliography following this document. 
 

B. Remote Learning at Home 
 
The school will provide a quality remote learning experience to students whose families prefer that 
option. An online learning coordinator will coordinate, facilitate and monitor the learning process 
for these students using the researching best practices of a blended learning model.   
 
 
 
  



GVS_with Las Animas Huerfano Public Health  8-20-2020 

Gardner Valley School consulted with parents and community members in making the plan to open 
for in-person learning. GVS also relied upon the following guidance. 
 
1. Center for Disease Control, Reopening America’s Schools, July 23, 2020. 
 

The harms attributed to closed schools on the social, emotional, and behavioral health, 
economic well-being, and academic achievement of children, in both the short- and long-term, 
are well-known and significant. Further, the lack of in-person educational options 
disproportionately harms low-income and minority children and those living with disabilities. 
These students are far less likely to have access to private instruction and care and far more 
likely to rely on key school supported resources like food programs, special education services, 
counseling, and after-school programs to meet basic developmental needs. 

 
2. Center for Disease Control, Preparing K-12 Administrators for a Safe Return to Schools in Fall 2020, 
July 23, 2020 
 

CDC guidance lists the important role the schools fulfill in community infrastructure: 
* Critical academic instruction for short and long term education 
* Continuity of support services for children and parents 
* Enhanced social and emotional health for all students 
* Specialized instruction for special learning needs 
* Provision of mental & physical health services for all students 

 
3. American Academy of Pediatricians, CoVid-19 Planning Considerations: Guidance for School 
ReEntry, 2020. 
 

The AAP strongly advocates that all policy considerations for the coming school year should 
start with a goal of having students physically present in school. The importance of in-person 
learning is well-documented, and there is already evidence of the negative impacts on children 
because of school closures in the spring of 2020. Lengthy time away from school and 
associated interruption of supportive services often results in social isolation, making it difficult 
for schools to identify and address important learning deficits as well as child and adolescent 
physical or sexual abuse, substance use, depression, and suicidal ideation. This, in turn, places 
children and adolescents at considerable risk of morbidity and, in some cases, mortality. 
Beyond the educational impact and social impact of school closures, there has been substantial 
impact on food security and physical activity for children and families. 

 
4. Colorado Department of Education, July 2020 
 

CDE supports local decision making and has developed guidance for re-opening based upon 
the severity of disease transmission in the local community. The three levels of community 
infection are Stay at Home (for communities with high levels of CoVid incidence); Safer at Home 
(for communities with moderate levels of CoVid incidence) and Protecting Our Neighbors (for 
communities of minimal levels of CoVid incidence). Huerfano County is within the Protecting 
our Neighbors category of infection incidence. For all levels, CDE has declared the following 
goals. 
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1. Support in-person learning in as a safe and healthy way as possible. 
 
2. Ensure a reasonable level of safety for students and staff for in-person learning. 
 
3. Minimize disruptions to education by facilitating timely responses to COVID-19 through 
cohorts of students and staff when possible, screening for symptomatic individuals, and 
coordinating closely with local and state public health agencies. 
 
4. Ensure equity in educational opportunity by considering learning and health needs of all 
students, including those with varying health conditions, economic backgrounds, language 
skills, or educational needs. 
 
5. Encourage flexibility, adaptation, and innovation as schools develop novel approaches to 
disease control appropriate to local contexts and as scientific knowledge about COVID-19 
transmission and control develops. 

 
 

III. PREVENTING INFECTION 
 

A. CoVid-19 Daily Safety Protocol 
  

For students attending a full school day schedule. 
 
Bus to School 

• Students and bus driver wear PPE over clothing.  

• Students and bus driver wear masks. 

• Bus driver takes each student’s temperature as they get on the bus. 

• Students use hand sanitizer as they get on the bus. 
 
Arrival at School 

• Students go to their home room to remove PPE.  

• Students use clean hands in preparation for breakfast. 

• Students take off their masks to eat breakfast. 
 
Cohort Classrooms 

• Students remain with the same students as a cohort throughout the day. 

• Students clean hands whenever entering the classroom. 

• Students sit at their desks with a three to six-foot physical distance between each student. 

• Students can choose whether or not to wear their masks when sitting at their desks. 

• Students wear their masks when moving about the classroom. 

• Staff wear masks while in social distancing proximity to students. 
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Movement throughout the School 

• Students and staff wear their masks when moving throughout the school. 

• Students and staff maintain social distancing when moving throughout the school. 

• All visitors must wear a mask to be in the school (disposable masks will be available at 
entrance station). 

• All visitors use hand sanitizer at entrance station as they enter the school. 

• All visitors sign in at the entrance station as they enter the school. 
 
Restrooms 

• Students will be taught a “germy space” protocol of washing hands going in and going out. 

• Regular cleaning (every two hours) 
 
Departure from School 

• Students put on their protective smock if riding the bus or school vehicles 

• Students and bus driver wear masks. 

• Students use hand sanitizer as they get on the bus. 
 
General Safety Measures 

• Buses are thoroughly cleaned and sanitized two times a day. 

• School spaces are thoroughly cleaned and sanitized in preparation for each school day. 

• Windows in the school and in buses will be open and provide fresh air, weather permitting. 
 
 

B. Details of Daily Safety Protocol 
 
While the region falls in the Safer at Home level of the Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment designation, the characteristics of the Gardner Valley area aligns to the Protect our 
Neighbors level of community incidence.  Keeping both in mind, the following are included. 
 
Grades K-5 

 

Students in grades K-5 do not need to meet the 6-foot distance in classrooms or other 
locations. 
 

Normal class sizes may occur. 
 

A defined group of staff should be assigned to a dedicated cohort, but a set number of staff is 
not identified for flexibility to assign the amount of staff needed for a dedicated cohort. 

 
Grades 6-8 

 

Normal class sizes with increased cohorts, while observing 6-foot spacing as feasible. 
 

A firm student gathering number is not given because school classroom sizes differ between 
and among districts. Local schools should determine the appropriate gathering size while 
working towards 6-foot distance in a classroom. It is understood some adjustments for each 
school will need to occur. If 6-foot distance is not attainable, maximize spacing while layering 
other transmission mitigation tactics, such as masks. 
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Gardner Valley School’s plan is rather more protective than these CDE recommendations. 
 
1. Transportation 
 
Gardner Valley School provides transportation to most students. A 65-person bus transports 
students from Walsenburg to the school. Approximately 40 students ride that bus. GVS also 
transports students in vans from the areas outlying Gardner. Students cannot practically maintain 
social distance on school transportation. GVS must require the following practices for safely utilizing 
school transportation. 
 

a. Utilizing a touchless thermometer, the bus driver or school aide will take the temperature 
of each student at the bus stop.   No one with a temperature exceeding 100.4 degrees may 
enter the vehicle. Thus, every student must have access to a responsible adult or a safe way 
home if denied entry.   

 
b. Every student must wear Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) while in transport.  

1. Every student must wear a regulation face mask while in transport. A supply of masks 
will be available on the buses.  Information about regulation masks is included in the 
Appendix.   

 

2. Every student will use hand sanitizer upon entering the vehicle.  
 

3. Every rider must wear PPE over their clothes. The school will provide the PPE. The 
school has not yet purchased the PPE but it will be similar to Reusable /Launderable  
medical isolation gowns that are non-surgical, infection prevention, PPE/personal 
protective equipment.  Examples of the PPE gowns are provided in the Appendix. 
Upon arriving at the bus, the student will receive and don a fresh gown for transport. 
Upon leaving the bus, the student will remove the gown. The school will launder the 
PPE garment. The student will be provided a fresh gown for the return trip.  

4. Students will sit in assigned seats. The assigned seats will minimize each child’s 
exposure to a person who is neither in the child’s family or in the child’s school 
cohort. 

 
2. Cohort Learning 

The cohort classes are as follows: Preschool, Kindergarten-first grades, Second-third grades, Fourth-
fifth grades, Sixth grade, Seventh grade, Eight grade.   

a. Students will remain in their cohorts i.e : the home classroom, and not mix with other 
cohorts. Typically, a cohort will remain together for most instruction.  

b. For reading and math, the lower grades cohort will split up but will not mix with another 
cohort. Thus, students will generally socialize with not more than 15-16 other students each 
day.  

c. Students will remain in their cohort for meals. Meal service will permit social distancing. 

d. Students will remain in their cohort for recess. 
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The students may encounter approximately 4-9 adults, including the bus driver, the homeroom 
teacher, two to four other instructional teachers, a cafeteria server, the Head of School or custodian. 
GVS will limit visitor movement in the school and on the school grounds. 

 

IV. PREPARING FOR INFECTION 
 

Although Gardner Valley School strives to prevent infection, the school must prepare an effective 
plan if any child or staff member contracts an infection. The Colorado Department of Education has 
released its guidance for how schools should prepare for and respond to incidence of infection in 
the schools. Cases and Outbreaks in Schools, CDE, July 2020. The Colorado CDE plan is summarized 
below. Citations to the entire Colorado and CDE plans are afforded in the Bibliography. 
 
In its guidance, CDE defines and distinguishes between “cases” and “outbreaks.” Generally, when 
an individual student or staff member is either diagnosed or has symptoms, that situation is defined 
as a “case.” When two or more individuals are diagnosed or have symptoms within a cohort, that 
situation is defined as an “cohort/classroom outbreak.” When two or more individuals from 
different cohorts are diagnosed or have symptoms, that is defined as a “school outbreak.” CDE also 
distinguishes between “confirmed” or “suspected” cases and outbreaks. The following is a general 
description of responses to cases and outbreaks. For detailed analysis, read the complete guidance. 
 
Where one student is confirmed or suspected to have CoVid-19, the student’s cohort must 
quarantine for 14 days. Where one staff member is confirmed or suspected to have CoVid-19, all 
persons in close contact with the staff member must quarantine for 14 days. The guidance details 
when the sick person may return to school. When one outbreak occurs, the cohort and those in 
close contact with the cohort quarantine. When two outbreaks or more occur, the entire school 
quarantines. When 5% of the school students/staff have confirmed or suspected CoVid-19, the 
entire school quarantines. When 10% of the school population is absent, the entire school 
quarantines for 14 days. The Colorado Department of Health is notified of cases and investigates 
where appropriate. Additionally, CDC guidance describes the cleaning and sanitizing necessary with 
any cases or outbreaks. 
 

V. SAFER AT SCHOOL 
 
Gardner Valley School is developing a program where staff will model and children will learn safe 
behaviors to protect themselves and others. GVS will afford an environment where health is the 
priority. Besides disease prevention, the school will afford healthy eating, exercise and fresh air. 
Teachers have been researching and learning about new ways to incorporate out-of-doors 
instruction. An environment that teaches the students how to care for their health and have concern 
for others will offer a way forward. No one knows how long the pandemic will last. The school and 
students must begin to create a learning place that is healthy, rich and satisfying. 
 



GVS_with Las Animas Huerfano Public Health  8-20-2020 

VI. BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

1. American Academy of Pediatricians, CoVid-19 Planning Considerations: Guidance for School 
ReEntry, 2020. 
 

2. Center for Disease Control, Reopening America’s Schools, July 23, 2020. 
 

3. Center for Disease Control, Preparing K-12 Administrators for a Safe Return to Schools in Fall 
2020, July 23, 2020  

 
 

4. Colorado Department of Education, Reopening Schools: Health Guidance by CoVid-19 Phase, 
July 2020: https://www.cde.state.co.us/planning20-21/healthguidancebycovidphase 

 

5. Colorado Department of Education, Cases and Outbreaks in Schools, CDE, July 2020: 
https://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/fall2020-cases-outbreaks 

 
6. Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment, Reopening Schools 3 Phase Guidance, 

CDPHE, July 2020 

 

 
  

https://www.cde.state.co.us/planning20-21/healthguidancebycovidphase
https://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/fall2020-cases-outbreaks

